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THE EUROPEAN ROAD OF D’ARTAGNAN: 
FIRST EUROPEAN EQUESTRIAN ROUTE

 Open to all hiking practices

First European equestrian Route certified by the Council of Europe, the European Route 
D’Artagnan is a physical and linear hiking route, established on basis of historical and 
literary documents which retrace the epic of Charles de Batz de Castelmore D’Artagnan 
born in Lupiac in Gascony (FR) around 1615, and died at the siege of Maastricht (NL) on 
June 25, 1673. The life of the musketeers who accompanied D’Artagnan or who have any 
link with this itinerary have enriched this theme.

Historically speaking, the Route takes up the peregrinations of the Captain-Lieutenant of 
the First Company of Musketeers who accompanied King Louis XIV on all his travels, in the 
17th century, as well as the paths taken during “special missions” entrusted by the King or 
by Cardinal Mazarin, his Prime Minister, in 6 countries and 15 regions.

On the literary level, D’Artagnan was made famous thanks to three novels by Alexandre 
Dumas published in the 19th century: Les Trois Mousquetaires (1844), Vingt ans après 
(1845) and Le vicomte de Bragelonne (1847). The novels of Alexandre Dumas have been 
translated into many languages and have undergone multiple adaptations (films, cartoons, 
novels, plays, musicals, comics, manga, etc.) in several languages, which have popularized 
the character and made him a “swashbuckling hero” known over the world.
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D’Artagnan is a unique historical figure, an instantly recognizable musketeer silhouette, 
with a finely trimmed mustache and beard, indicative of an era, which has stood the test of 
time without losing its strength or modernity. It is evocative of a state of mind and a certain 
image of the 17th century that still make’s you dream.

Based on this theme and the objectives described below, the European Route D’Artagnan 
has been certified in MAY 2021 “cultural itinerary of the Council of Europe”.

https://www.coe.int/fr/web/cultural-Routes/all-cultural-Routes

The D’Artagnan European Route Association  (AERA) has been set up in November 2014 by 
Alain Libéros with the support of 20 Funding members across the 6 countries on the Road. 
AERA head office is in Auch (Gers), with the mission to “create, manage, develop and promote 
the Route”. European funding in 2015 (COSME program) made it possible to lay the foundations 
for the project with actions developed over 18 months by a consortium of 12 partners led by 
the French Equestrian Federation. In accordance with the specifications, AERA took over the 
governance of the project at the end of 2107.

The objective is to offer a transnational equestrian route with a set of tools for its long- 
term development. No such route exists already at European or world level, while long- 
distance hiking and cycling products are extraordinarily successful. Equestrian tourism, 
combining sport, discovery of heritage and preservation of landscapes, attracts more 
than six million practitioners in Europe and 20 million throughout the world.

First European equestrian route, the European Route D’ Artagnan connects Lupiac in 
Gascony (France) via Wallonia in Belgium, with extensions in Germany, Italy, and Spain for 
historical or literary reasons to Maastricht in The Netherlands. D’Artagnan, undoubtedly one 
of the most famous characters in the world, brings through the stories written by Alexandre 
Dumas, but also the many films and comics on this character, a positive image of panache, 
bravery and solidarity that crosses the centuries.

The European Route D’Artagnan offers an original experience, in the footsteps of the famous 
Musketeer, who traveled Europe on horseback in the service of King Louis XIV. It is aimed 
at long-distance hikers, riders, individual animators, and other hikers fond of authentic and 
sometimes whimsical adventures, with the support of soft roaming professionals.
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ON THE FOOTSTEPS’ OF D’ARTAGNAN

D’Artagnan was an experienced rider and a great traveler: we invite you to rediscover the paths 
traveled throughout his life. The European Route D’Artagnan takes you back to the events of the 
17th century, at the time of Louis XIV and his Musketeers, to discover the diversity of territories, 
local identities, heritage, gastronomy, and variety of landscapes in 15 regions and 6 member 
countries of the European Union.

The European Route D’Artagnan has 6 itineraries in total, without any rule except that related 
to the free will of users. It extends over more than 8,000 km of marked and maintained paths:



www.route-dartagnan.eu
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In France  
(10 French regions and 54 départements)

In Belgium  
(Wallonië)

In The Netherlands 
(Limbourg)

In Spain 
(Navarra and Irun)

In Italy 
(Piedmont)

In Germany 
(North Rhine -Westphalia)

These six routes immerse you in the history of France and Europe, Come and relive the 
epics of world’s most famous characters.

The Royal Route, at the service of King Louis
XIV. It connects Lupiac, birthplace of D’Artagnan 
to Maastricht where he died in combat. It evokes 
the travel to Paris of D’Artagnan and his various 
military activities, notably in the region of Paris, 
in the North of France, in Belgium and in the 
Netherlands at the service of king Louis XIV.

The Route of Madame D’Artagnan, in the 
footsteps of Lady D’Artagnan. It connects Brülh 
in Germany, where D’Artagnan accompanied 
Mazarin in exile, to Lupiac through Stenay where 
he was wounded, and Sainte-Croix-en-Bresse 
where Anne-Charlotte de Champlecy, the wife of 
D’Artagnan lived and is buried.

The Route of the Cardinals, in the foot-
steps of Richelieu and Mazarin. It connects 
Chambord to Lupiac through the Loire Valley, 
Richelieu, Brouage a citadel governed by 
the 2 Prime Ministers, the Bordeaux region 
before joining Lupiac through Nerac.

The Route of the Musketeers, from Gas-
cony to the Basque Country, through 
Bigorre, Béarn and Navarra. It connects 
Lupiac to St Jean de Luz, Hendaye and 
Hondarribia (Spain) through D’Artagnan, 
Aramis, Athos, Navarrenx and Oloron Ste 
Marie, birthplace of the Count of Tréville.

The Infanta’s Route. It connects Gap to
l’Ile aux Faisans, between Hendaye and 
Hondarribia, an island on which the Peace 
Treaty with Spain was signed before Louis 
XIV’s marriage to the Infanta of Spain in the 
cathedral of St Jean de Luz.

The Route of Pinerolo, to lead Fouquet 
there, arrested by DArtagnan in Nantes at 
the request of Louis XIV, after his detention 
in Vincennes during his trial.

Specific signage is placed all along the route to clearly identify this 
European Route en to guide hikers. Marketing is underway for the 
500 km of routes in the Gers (5 Routes pass through Lupiac), and 
the Route of Musketeers will be fully open in summer 2021 (800 km). 



MANY ADVANTAGES FOR THE TERRITORIES

Preserving the environment 

The European Route D’Artagnan is concerned about the preservation of landscapes and 
respect the heritage in the context of the “European Landscape Convention”, adopted in 
October 2000 in Florence at the initiative of local and regional authorities in Europe.

Registration of the paths to the: Route development plan for hiking, is a more reliable and 
legal protection for their sustainability. The maintenance of these paths by local authorities 
is also a reliable indicator in favor of sustainable quality management.

AERA intends to develop actions with the public authorities and the 22 regional and 
national natural parks identified along the Route to consolidate this quality approach 
over time, through practical actions such as: the installation of dry toilets, the treatment of 
waste adapted to the frequentation of the sites, the installation of tie bars for the horses, 
equipped stops for hikers, the possibility to spread local products - from the producer to 
the consumers, - for a harmonious development of the Route.

The economic benefits

The European Route D’Artagnan offers an original theme with a significant potential for hi- kers, 
especially in low and mid- season, in support to the diversification of the tourist offer in Europe. 
It promotes rural areas and constitutes a significant commercial and media contri bution for res-
taurateurs, hoteliers and local merchants.

The average duration of a horseback ride varies from 5 to 7 days. Average daily expenses are 
estimated at € 70, comparable to those of cyclists, and € 35 for pedestrians.

The European Route D’Artagnan therefore intended to contribute to the economic develop- ment 
of territories, particularly in view of its certification as “European Cultural Route”. The research 
work carried out by the AERA Scientific Committee (historically, literally, econo- mically, and pe-
dagogically) testifies to will to strengthen over time the “value chain” of the Route in all its dimen-
sions, including equestrian tourism, at a European level.

6



Local network’s: The installation of AERA Clubs 

The quality of the service providers should be ensured through partnership agreements 
signed with the accommodation providers, for the reception of riders and horses under 
good conditions specified in a specific AERA charter.

Close contacts are established with other operators in charge of logistics: veterinarians, 
farriers, horse rental companies, equestrian guides, service providers... who are invited to 
join together in local clubs AERA to receive information appropriate to the thematic and to 
exchange with other professionals on the Road (networking by AERA).

These AERA Clubs support the AERA association in the establishment, management and pro-
motion of the Route while being its local ambassadors. They develop gradually in the regions 
and departments in Grand- Est , Pyrenees- Atlantique, Cantal...

 INNOVATIVE TOURIST AND CULTURAL PRODUCTS 

Towards innovative equestrian touristic products

The European Route D’Artagnan (REA) is a program for sustainable tourism and cultural de- 
velopment. It promotes tourism close to nature, respectful of the environment through gentle 
travel for different types of users on the REA on basis of sustainable itineraries.

Beyond that, it is an innovative approach on the cultural and tourist level by continuously 
seeking the development of new attractive products for users who seek more experiences 
than classic visits, and often are very appreciating, living and feeling cultural differences in 
contact with the locals.

As the philosopher Gaspard Koenig describes very well during his journey on horseback 
on the Route de Montaigne, from June to November 2020, the passage from one territo-
ry to another is a new adventure: “Systematically, passing from one territory at the other, 
there is a moment, a landscape, where I say to myself, without really knowing why: “we are 
elsewhere”.

AERA in line with its audiences, tourist and equestrian structures, local authorities, will be 
responsible for promoting the most innovative and creative offers throughout the year es- 
pecially with tourism professionals to diversify experiences on Route and leave users the 
possibility to write a new page at each stage.

The Route uses equestrian markings that respect the environment, in partnership with the 
sports federations concerned.
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Several choices are available to hikers for a more personalized service including:

• Package deals (weekends, short stays, long-distance hiking, etc.), available from equestrian 
tourism establishments as well as from tourist operators.

• The creation by hikers of their own circuit on the website of the European Route D’Artagnan, 
thanks to the visibility of accommodation (hotels, lodges, inns, campsites, etc.), restaurants, 
shops and services adapted to hiking, but also places to visit and monuments not to be 
missed, located on the route or nearby.

AERA is a partner of certain events at local level, in line with the authorities, tourist offices, 
equestrian federations, hosts, hiking providers, restaurateurs, local artists, SMEs in charge 
of logistics (rental equipment, various local businesses, online booking sites such as:

• The organization of thematic hikes (the Bridal Escape in New Aquitaine, the Route of  Porthos, 
Athos and Aramis in Béarn, the Caravan of Madame d’Artagnan in Auvergne, etc.)

•  Pageants on the theme of life Musketeers (500 years of Chambord, the 150 years of 
Alexandre Dumas, the Lupiac festival and horse show of Montlieu La Garde in August 
the Iron Mask in Pinerolo in October, Maastricht in June...),

• The inauguration each year of sections of the Route with events which generally attract 
8 more than 100 riders such as in Leyre in 2017, Villers-Cotterêts, Crèvecœur le Grand 
and Oloron Ste Marie in 2019, Ste Croix en Bresse in 2021...

Dedicated merchandising underpins  
the universe of the European Route D’ Artagnan.

The “Etape Route D’Artagnan” label highlights partner tourism operators. 

A “passport of European Musketeer”, can be stamped at the stops throughout its journey, by 
the riders and others users. This Booklet is an indicator of the behavior of hikers on the different 
Routes and provides statistics on their profile and the number of visitors of each route.

A “La Dartagnane” diploma is issued at the places of birth and death of the couple D’Artagnan 
(Lupiac, Maastricht, Sainte-Croix and Champlecy) and rewards hikes with a minimum length of 
100 km on the European Route d’Artagnan (the equivalent of a long weekend).

A “Musketeer” distinction, which rewards riders who have traveled the entire European Route 
D’Artagnan (Golden Musketeer), 800 km (Silver Musketeer) or 400 km (Bronze Musketeer).
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 INNOVATIVE PROJECTS AT THE SERVICE OF LEARNING 

Active, modern and fun: the School of Young European Musketeers 

Created by the European Association Route D’Artagnan with the support of the Canopé 
network, this action offers an innovative educational approach for classes of students of 
different levels (KS2: year 5 and 6 Junior school, KS3 and KS4: year 7, 8, 9 and 10 Senior 
school) in order to make them discover in a concrete and fun way, the universe of the 17th 
century. It involves them and transports them through the story of D’Artagnan (the true 
story and the novels of Alexandre Dumas) in the world of the Musketeers, with the aim of 
discovering the richness of European cultural heritage.

The Young European Musketeer will discover the story of D’Artagnan in 3 modules: horse 
riding, artistic fencing, and European citizenship. The pupils are put in a situation, which 
allows them to experience a real historical epic transposed in our Europe of the 21st century.

This innovative educational project provides unique training for “Young European Musketeer” 
students while respecting the National Education program in France with adaptations in 
the 5 other countries concerned. The goal is to make children aware of the character of 
D’Artagnan and his time through lessons (languages, science, history...) and sports and 
artistic activities (horse riding, artistic fencing, singing, opera, dance...)

Once obtained, the diploma of Young European Musketeer makes it possible to participate 
in exchanges between the regions on the Route, and even beyond. An ERASMUS + project 
will be launched in 2021 to support this initiative.

An Escape Game D’Artagnan

This tool was inaugurated on June 22, 2019 in Villers-Cotterêts, birthplace of Alexandre 
Dumas, by the European Association of the Route D’Artagnan.

You are in a castle located by a river in which there is a cabinet of curiosities. This cabinet is 
kept by a collector who keeps exceptional works on D’Artagnan which are in great danger!

It’s up to you to help the collector save this treasure. This game last 1 hour, it can accommodate 
up to 30 people.

It is mobile and can be organized anywhere (schools, media libraries, museums, castles.)
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THE “EUROPEAN CULTURAL ROUTE “LABELLING”

First European equestrian route certified by the Council of Europe in May 2021, the European 
Route d’Artagnan reached the rigorous criteria of the Council of Europe on:

• Cooperation in research and development

• Promotion of European memory, history and heritage     

• Cultural and educational exchanges between Young Europeans

• Contemporary practice of culture and arts

• Cultural tourism and sustainable cultural level 

This European recognition represents a fundamental asset for  
the sustainability of the European Route D’Artagnan and his worldwide fame.
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“All for one,  
One for all!”

“United in diversity”
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The European Route D’Artagnan: 
First Equestrian and cultural European route, symbol  

of the revival of the Musketeers spirit.

To promote European citizenship, solidarity, diversity  
and friendship between people in Europe.

To promote European citizenship, solidarity, diversity 
 and friendship between people in Europe.

Alain Libéros–Founding President AERA



www.route-dartagnan.eu

routedartagnan

routedartagnan@gmail.com


